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ANNUAL  REPORT 

or  THF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

For  the  Year  1902 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Quarry  Bank 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  the  present  report  I  shall  adhere  to  the  general  plan  of 
that  for  1901.  The  mortality  returns  are  again  very  satisfactory 
the  general  death-rate,  and  especially  the  Infantile  and  Phthisis 
death-rates,  being  much  below  the  averages  of  the  preceeding 
ten  years.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  somewhat  above  that 
average. 


Epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  have  been 
prevalent,  and  have  added  considerably  to  the  mortality.  No 
other  epidemic  of  importance  has  occurred. 

The  Internal  Sewering  of  the  district  has  been  extended  into 
several  streets  during  the  year. 

A  firmer  attitude  in  dealing  with  houses  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  with  houses  without  a  proper  water  supply,  the  teaching  of 
Hygiene  to  the  girls  in  the  Board  Schools,  and  the  inauguration 
of  the  direct  sanitary  supervision  and  control  of  workshops 
under  the  new  Act,  are  special  features  in  the  year’s  work. 
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Population, 


Births. 


Deaths 


Vital  Statistics . 

See  also  Table  i  in  appendix. 

The  population  in  April  1901,  was  6912,  living  in  1359 
houses,  giving  an  average  of  5-09  persons  to  each  inhabited 
house.  Estimating  by  the  usual  methods  it  should  have  reached 
6935  by  the  middle  of  1902,  and  on  this  estimated  population 
the  statistics  for  this  report  are  based. 

During  the  year,  257  births  have  been  registered,  of  which 
125  were  of  males  and  132  of  females,  the  birth-rate  being 
therefore  37 '06  per  1000  per  annum,  against  284  and  a  birth-rate 
of  41-06  per  1000  in  1901.  The  corresponding  averages  of  the 
preceeding  ten  years  were  262  and  38-43. 

108  deaths  were  recorded,  to  which  should  be  added  4 
deaths  in  institutions  outside  the  district  of  persons  who  resided 
in  the  district;  of  these  112,  63  were  males  and  49  females. 
The  actual  death-rate  (based  on  108)  was  15 '5 7  per  1000  per 
annum,  the  corrected  death-rate  (based  on  112)  16-15  per  1000, 


against  no  and  a  corrected  death-rate  of 

15-91  per  1000 

annum  in  1901. 

Table  1. — Ages  at  which  deaths  occurred. 

Under  i  year 

31 

i  and  under  5  years 

2 1 

5  >>  1 5  >>  • •  • 

5 

]5  >/  2  5  >> 

j 

26  , ,  6  5  ?  >  ••• 

26 

65  and  over 

26 

Total 

1 1  2 

For  Table  showing  causes  of  Death  see  Local 
Government  Board  Table  IV  appended. 

Table  HI. — Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease. 


Small  Pox  ...  o 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  r 

Enteric  Fever  ...  o 

Measles  ..  8 

Whooping  Cough  5 

Diphtheria  ...  1 

*  Diarrhoea  ...  4 

Total  ...  19 


*  Diarrhoea  as  defined  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
See  note  page  2r. 


19  death  from  Zymotic  Diseases  with  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  zymotic 
of  274  per  1000  per  annum  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  Death-rate 
being  rather  in  advance  of  the  previous  two  years  (the  only 
years  during  which  the  figures  have  been  calculated  on  the 
existing  basis)  as  in  1901  it  was  173  and  in  1900  it  was  2'35- 
It  is  also  more  than  the  General  Zymotic  Death-rate  in  the 
whole  country  and  in  the  county  of  Stafford  (see  Table  III 
below). 

Two-thirds  of  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  due  to  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough. 


Table  III. 


Synopsis  of  Birth  and  Death-rate  in  Quarry  Bank  District, 
County  of  Stafford  and  England. 


Quarry  Bank 
1902 


Birth-rate  ...  ...  37 -o6 

General  Death-rate  corrected  1615 

Infantile  Death-rate  ...  120 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  274 

Phthisis  Death-rate  ...  077 


County  of  Stafford 

1901 

General  Urban  only 


32-8 

34-1 

287 

297 

i7’o 

176 

16-9 

77 

1 6 1 

T  *7  1 

1  /  1 

Gi 

1 68 

2 ‘2  I 

0-97 

270 

1-03 

2-05 

2-68 

England 

1901 

General  Large  towns 


Five  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  which  |became  very  whooping 
prevalent  during  the  first  four  months,  dying  away  in  May.  It  cough 
began  in  Mount  Pleasant  and  spread  gradually  over  the  district. 

With  one  exception  the  victims  were  under  13  months  old. 


Eight  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  The  first  cases  Measles, 
followed  immediately  after  the  Whooping  Cough  (as  so  often 
occurs),  namely  in  June,  being  heard  of  almost  simultaneously 
at  Deeley  Street  and  Hammer  Bank,  the  extremes  of  the  district. 

The  epidemic  spread  rapidly,  one  death  occurring  in  June,  three 
in  July,  and  four  in  August.  The  oldest  child  was  3^  years, 
the  youngest  ir  months.  On  July  nth,  I  ascertained  that  the 
absentees  at  Mount  Pleasant  Schools  had  reached  17*6  per  cent, 
and  on  my  advice  the  schools  were  closed  immediately  for  a 
month.  On  the  same  date  the  absentees  in  the  High  Street 
Board  Schools  reached  7-8  per  cent,  and  in  the  Infants 
Department  176  per  cent.  I  consulted  the  Head-master  as  to 
the  closing  of  the  Infants  Department  immediately,  but  as  the 
vacation  was  near  at  hand,  and  it  was  hoped  by  strict  vigilance 
in  excluding  all  children  from  infected  homes,  that  the 
epidemic  might  he  kept  within  reasonable  limits,  we  decided  to 
wait  for  a  few  days.  In  four  days  (July  15),  the  absentees  had 
risen  to  317  per  cent,  in  the  Infant  Department  which  was  then 
mmediately  closed.  The  epidemic  increased  in  the  boys’  and 
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girls’ schools,  from  9-8  per  cent,  among  the  boys  and  ir6 
among  the  girls  on  the  15th,  to  14-8  and  22 '3  on  the  *  1  st. 

On  the  2 1  st,  I  advised  closure  of  all  the  departments  for  a 
month.  At  the  same  time  I  wrote  to  the  Superintendents  of  all 
the  Sunday  Schools  asking  them  to  close  their  schools  for  a  like 
period. 

On  August  25th  all  the  schools  had  re  opened  and  no  case 
of  Measles  occurred. 

From  past  experience  and  especially  from  the  results  of 
daily  observations  of  the  school  attendance  from  July  15th  to 
2 1  st,  f  am  convinced  that  school  closure  is  the  only  practical 
check  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  your  district,  and 
that  I  should  have  acted  more  wisely  in  closing  the  High  Street 
Board  Schools  on  the  nth.  I  have  looked  up  the  records  for 
the  past  ten  years  and  find  that  Measles  together  usually  with 
Whooping  Cough,  becomes  epidemic  in  your  district  every  other 
year.  In  many  towns  Measles  is  placed  among  the  infectious 
diseases  compulsorily  notifiable  by  the  medical  attendant  and 
parents,  but  the  results  obtained  have  usually  been  so 
unsatisfactory,  as  scarcely  to  warrant  the  extra  expenditure. 
Notification  without  isolation  would  serve  little  purpose  in  your 
district,  where  people  are  crowded  together,  and  many  are  too 
poor  to  provide  proper  accommodation  and  nursing  at  home. 
I  therefore  advocate  early  school  closure  in  order  to  limit  the 
number  of  families  affected.  Although  you  cannot  afford  to 
provide  hospital  accommodation  for  Measles,  in  my  opinion  the 
provision  of  a  nurse  or  sensible  educated  woman  to  visit  each 
house  known  to  be  infected,  and  to  give  detailed  advice  and 
help,  would  greatly  limit  the  mortality  from  this  disease,  as  most 
of  its  complications  are  largely  avoidable  and  usually  d^ath  only 
results  from  the  complications.  The  expense  of  engaging  such 
a  person  during  the  short  epidemic  period,  would  be  trifling 
compared  with  the  loss  of  life. 

As  in  1901,  there  was  practically  no  summer  diarrhoea  in 
your  district.  The  four  deaths  classed  as  “  Diarrhoea  occurred 
in  September  5th,  October  4th,  November  1st  and  December  4th. 
The  last  case  at  least  was  of  a  doubtful  character.  Five  other 
deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Gastro-Enteritis  are  now  classed  a  • 
“  Enteritis  ”  in  the  returns,  being  probably  due  more  to  faulty 
digestion  and  disease,  than  to  a  specific  (Zymotic)  infection. 
The  true  Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  the  e<tent  of  which  it  is  the 
Registrar  General’s  aim  to  ascertain  in  his  new  returns,  occurs 
when  (A)  the  soil  and  especially  the  subsoil  attains  a  ce. tain  high 
temperature  ( 5 6  at  4  ft.  depth)  which  occurs  usually  only  in 


Autumn  (August,  September  and  October),  (B)  when  the  soil  is 
polluted. 

Neither  a  high  earth  temperature  without  polluted  soil, 
nor  polluted  soil  without  a  high  earth  temperature  would 
probably  cause  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  to  any  great  extent.  As  the 
earth  temperature  cannot  easily  be  regulated,  it  is  essential  that 
soil  pollution  be  prevented. 

Slops  and  house  refuse  thrown  on  unpaved  and  undrained 
yards,  and  Privy  Middens  are  the  chief  soil  polluters  in  your 
district.  The  obvious  remedies  are  to  pave  yards  in  the  vicinity 
of  houses,  provide  proper  drainage,  and  to  abolish  privy 
middens. 


One  death  only  occurred.  There  was  a  short  epidemic  lnfluenza 
in  February,  the  cases  being  of  a  peculiar  type.  The  special 
features  were  much  swelling  of  the  face  (especially  the  eyelids) 
and  some  swelling  of  the  legs  and  chest.  Muscular  pains  were 
very  severe.  Heart  and  chest  symptoms  were  less  severe,  and 
recovery  more  rapid  than  in  the  common  form. 


31  deaths  were  registered  among  children  under  1  year  of  infantile 
age,  giving  an  Infantile  death-rate  of  120  against  130  in  1901,  Mortal'ty 
and  an  average  of  154  in  the  preceeding  ten  years.  This  is 
the  lowest  rate  recorded  for  many  years,  with  the  exception  of 
1897,  when  the  remarkable  mortality  of  104  was  registered. 

Table  EV. 


The  causes  of  death  under  one  year  of  age  were  : 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Erysipelas 
Tubercular  Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 


1  Accident 

2  Debility  at  Birth 

1  Premature  Birth 

4  Wasting  Disease 

2  Harelip 

1  Convulsions  .. 

2 

2  Total 


Of  these,  10  were  within  the  first  month  of  life,  viz.  : — 
Debility  from  Birth  ...  4 

Premature  Birth  ...  3 

Convulsions  ...  1 

Wasting  Disease 
Harelip 


1 

4 

o 

v) 

o 

J 

I 


3 1 


1 


s 


Remarks  on 
the  Infantile 
Death-rate. 


The  term  “Wasting  Diseases”  is  here  use  1  to  include  all 
those  ill-defined  diseases  whose  principal  feature  is  gradual 
wasting,  such  as  Marasmus,  Inanition,  and  Atrophy,  the  true 
nature  of  which  is  not  yet  determined.  They  are  probably  often 
of  Tubercular  or  Dyspeptic  origin. 

The  district  is  again  to  be  congratulated  on  its  exceptionally 
low  Infantile  death-rate,  which  is,  excluding  j  89 7  when  the  rate 
was  104,  the  lowest  of  which  I  have  any  record  (since  1888). 
The  standard  Infantile  death-rate  for  a  perfectly  healthy  district 
is  fixed  at  100,  which  leaves  room  for  further  improvement.  It 
behoves  you,  as  a  council,  to  spare  no  reasonable  effort  to 
preserve  infant  life,  firstly,  because  a  child  who  survives  the  first 
year  has  passed  the  period  of  greatest  mortality,  and,  secondly, 
because  whatever  tends  to  the  saving  of  infant  life,  tends  also  to 
the  protection  of  older  children  from  disease.  In  particular  I 
would  emphasize,  as  1  have  so  often  done,  the  abolition  of 
insanitary  dwe'lings,  and  pollution  of  air,  soil  and  water,  and  the 
education  of  parents  and  guardians  in  the  rudiments  of  infant 
feeding  and  nursing. 

You  have  already  considered  mv  two  leading  suggestions 
on  the  latter  head,  viz.  : — - 

1.  The  appointment  of  a  Health  Missioner  to  visit  parents 
(especially  the  young  and  inexperienced)  in  their  homes,  there 
to  teach  by  practical  help  and  demonstration.  This  has  been 
tried  with  some  success  in  a  few  neighbouring  districts,  and  I 
trust  that  the  question  of  expense  will  not  always  he  an  obstacle 
to  its  adoption  in  vour  district. 

2.  The  teaching  of  “  Infant  Hygiene  ”  to  the  upper 
standards  in  the  Girls  Board  Schools.  This  became  in  May 
last,  an  accomplished  fact,  the  text  book  Dr.  Charles  Porter’s 
“Suggestions  as  to  the  feeding  and  care  of  infants”  being 
provided  free  of  charge  by  the  Council.  The  headmasters  of 
both  schools  have  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  scheme,  and  have 
assured  me  (I  quote  verbatim)  “  That  the  girls  have  been 
distinctly  interested  in  the  subject,  and  are  now  certainly  better 
fitted  to  assist  intelligently  in  the  feeding,  nursing  and  care  of 
infants  ”  and  “  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  them  to 
understand  the  subject.’’  Now,  every  girl  before  leaving  school 
receives  instruction  in  this  vital  subject,  and  we  may  reasonably 
expect  that  in  a  few  years  time  much  saving  of  infant  life  and 
health  will  result. 

On  the  whole,  my  opinion  is  that  the  mothers  in  your  district 
do  not  work  so  much  in  factories  away  from  home  as  formerly 
nor  indeed  to  the  same  extent  as  in  many  Staffordshire  towns  and 
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consequently  more  children  are  reared  at  the  breast.  I  his  is  the 
best  protection  for  infant  life  that  has  yet  been  devised.  Where 
mothers  are  systematically  compelled  to  leave  their  children  to 
neighbours  and  young  nurses,  it  would  be  a  great  boon  il  a 
“creche”  or  public  day  nursery  could  be  established  preferably 
controlled  by  the  Council,  where  some  reliable  woman  could 
look  after  the  children  during  the  working  hours  for  a  small 
payment.  In  this  way  at  least  proper  food  and  cleanliness 
would  be  ensured. 


Seven  inquests  have  been  held,  the  verdict  being  in 
cases  “  Natural  causes”  and  in  the  remainder  “  Injuries.  ’ 


two 


Inquests. 


No  death  was  returned  as  “  Uncertified.” 


Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases . 

Forty  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified, 
against  53  in  1901. 

Two  small  epidemics  occurred  in  March  and  April,  the  first  Scarlet  Fever, 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  central  district.  I  was  unable  to  trace  Deaths^', 
this  to  any  particular  source. 

Ihe  second  (July)  in  and  around  Caledonia.  This  was 
undoubtedly  an  extension  from  the  neighbouring  district  of  Lye, 
where  Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent,  and  whose  day  schools  the 
Caledonia  children  attend. 


None  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital,  which 
was  being  reserved  for  Smallpox. 


Much  carelessness  prevails  as  to  the  proper  isolation  of 
cases  at  home.  In  one  instance,  the  patient  was  allowed  to  live 
in  a  small  shop,  where  provisions  were  sold.  On  discovery,  the 
shop  was  immediately  closed,  on  my  order.  There  was  no 
reason  to  suspect  the  milk  supply. 


IO 


Table  V. 


Cases  of  Scarlet 
Streets  :  - 

Fever  occurred  in 

each  of  the  following 

Street. 

Date  of  first  case. 

No.  of  cases. 

Maughan  Street 

January  ioth 

3 

Oak  Street 

March  14th 

2 

Merry  Hill 

March  29th 

2 

Evers  Street 

March  31st 

*7 

Amblecote 

April  1  it  h 

I 

Mearce  Coppice 

July  1  st 

I 

Caledonia 

July  1  2  th 

2 

Two  Woods 

July  16th 

I 

New  Street 

August  27th 

Table  VI. 

2 

*7 

Showing  date  and  distribution  of  cases  of  Scarlet  and 
Enteric  Fever  during  the  year  with  the  probable  causes  of 
the  latter. 


Month 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Locality  of  Enteric 

Probable  cause  of 

P  ever 

F  ever 

Fever. 

Enteric  F  ever. 

January ... 

1 

O 

February 

I 

0 

March  ... 

5 

I 

122,  High  Street 

Insanitary  premises 

Privy  midden. 

April  ... 

2 

0 

June 

I 

I 

Amblecote 

Adjacent  case  in 

Brierley  1 1  ill  district. 

Playmates. 

July 

4 

O 

August  ... 

3 

I 

122,  New  Street 

Untrapped  drain  in 
Cellar 

Sept. 

0 

I 

12  Bower  Lane 

Untrapped  drain  in 
kitchen  leading  trom 
duinbwell 

Total 

17 

4 

j 

Since  the  abolition  of  well  water  as  the  principal  water  Enteric  Fever, 
supply  in  1895,  your  district  has  enjoyed  relative  immunity  from  Deaths,  0. 
the  disease.  It  is  not  always  pcs sible  to  trace  the  source  of 
infection.  The  case  in  Amblecote  was  presumably  infected 
from  a  neighbouring  patient  and  playmate  in  the  adjoining 
district.  The  danger  of  untrapped  drains,  and  in  fact  of  drains 
of  any  sort  opening  inside  the  dwelling  is  illustrated  by  the  cases 
in  New  Street  and  Bower  Lane.  The  remaining  case  in  High 
Street  shows  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  home  and  premises 
from  dirt  and  refuse  of  any  kind,  having  bad  surface  drains, 
stagnant  slop  water  and  privy  midden.  That  the  latter  are  air 
and  soil  polluters  is  obvious,  and  I  would  urge  the  Council  to 
press  the  matter  of  proper  water  closets  to  the  extinction  of  privy 
middens  wherever  feasible. 

At  the  same  time  the  utmost  care  should  be  taken  that  all 
sewers,  drains,  house  connection  and  water  closets  are  of  the  right 
materials,  properly  fixed  and  well  ventilated,  otherwise  there  is  a 
grave  risk  that  these  agents  may  give  rise  to  the  very  dangers  they 
are  designed  to  prevent. 

The  possibility  of  the  disease  being  imported  into  the 
district,  either  by  an  infected  person,  or  by  such  means  as 
oysters,  water  cresses,  milk,  &c.  is  now  beyond  question. 

Only  one  case  from  your  district,  namely,  one  of  Enteric  i30iation 
Fever  has  been  treated  in  this  Hospital.  The  Flospital  was  for  °sp'  a  ' 
some  time  closed  against  Scarlet  Fever  on  account  of  this  case, 
and  later  because  it  was  thought  advisable  to  reserve  it  for 
Smallpox,  which  was  then  prevalent  in  several  parts  of  England. 

It  is  evident  that  further  accommodation  is  needed,  if  we  are  to 
isolate  these  three  diseases. 

The  Washington  Lyon  Disinfector  gives  every  satis-  Disinfector, 
faction. 


Table  VII 


Shows  oases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  since  the  adoption 
of  the  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases’  Act. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

1  )iphtheria. 

d. 

2 

<-> 

•J) 

C 

C 

•D 

V 

u 

0 

5 

V 

V 

0 

v5 

Puerperal. 

n 

*7) 

7)  r- 

3,  rt 

0  § 

"p  « 

''“'j 

rS 

zr. 

c  73 

C  cj 

"rt 

S* 

0  5 

•S 

7)  ~ 

€  ^ 

1893 

40 

8 

— 

— 

9 

2 

— 

— 

4 

22  Smallpox 

1 
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6 

14 
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5 

6  Smallpox 
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— 
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0 
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• 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

6 
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O 

1898 

— 

69 

I 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 

I  I 

7  Enteric 

O 

1899 

- 

IO 

_ 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

8 

1  Scarlet 

O 

1900 

— 

9 

- 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

D 

6  Enteric 

O 

1901 

— 

33 

_ 

— 

6 

— 

— 

2 

I  I 

3  Scarlet 

1  Scarlet 

I 

O 

1902 

17 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

15 

1  Enteric 

O 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membraneous 

Croup. 

Cases  2. 
Death  1 


Your  district  still  maintains  its  freedom  from  these  diseases. 
The  only  two  cases  were  in  one  house  in  Brickkiln  Street,  and 
followed  measles.  The  diagnosis  was  established  by  the 
Bacteriological  test  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  County. 
Several  other  doubtful  cases  in  the  vicinity  were  similarly 
examined  with  negative  results. 


As  I  have  repeatedly  stated  slop-water  (not  fresh  water) 
closets  are  believed  by  many  eminent  authorities  to  engender  or 
to  develop  this  disease,  and  for  this  reason,  and  their  liability  to 
occasion  foul  smells,  1  strongly  urge  you  not  to  countenance 
their  use  in  your  district,  but  to  insist  on  a  fresh  water  flush  to 
all  closets. 
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/The  Council  has  provided  a  Syringe  for  tht^  administration 
oPAwtoxin  in  Diphtheria,  but  do  not  store  AAjwoxin  owing 
to  the  variety  of  the  disease. 

Fifteen  cases  have  been  notified.  During  the  past  5  years 
the  cases  have  been  more  than  double  those  of  previous  years.  Death  1. 
They  were  fairly  well  distributed  throughout  the  year  and  over 
the  district,  indicating  a  non-contagious  origin. 

So  far  as  my  own  observation  goes,  Erysipelas  often  (not 
always)  arises  from  neglect  of  small  wounds  coupled  with  lack 
of  personal  cleanliness.  From  the  nature  of  the  prevailing 
industries,  chainmaking  and  mining,  small  wounds  are  frequent 
and  overlooked. 


They  occurred  as 

follows  : — 

Sun  Street 

r 

Oak  Street 

1 

High  Street 

'j 

0 

Victoria  Road 

1 

Bower  Lane 

2 

Deeley  Street 

1 

West  Street 

1 

Birch  Coppice 

1 

East  Street 

t 

— 

Merry  Hill 

2 

'Total 

15 

Evers  Street 

r 

— 

These  cases  were  in  Sheffield  Street  and  New  Street.  No  Puerperal 
definite  cause  was  assigned  and  both  recovered.  The  usual  cases  2. 
precautions  were  taken.  By  the  passing  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  Death  0 
1902,  Midwives  will  have  to  be  registered  and  will  be  subject  to 
greater  control. 

'There  is  no  doubt  that  much  illness  and  often  death  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  stupendous  ignorance  of  many  midwives 
(there  are  exceptions)  and  the  Act  is  intended  to  rectify  this. 

1  think  much  could  be  said  in  favour  of  the  provision  of  proper 
attendance  by  the  State,  for  the  labouring  and  artisan  classes, 
whose  poverty  so  often  leaves  parturient  women  and  their 
off-spring  to  the  mercy  of  irresponsible  attendants. 


No  case  has  occurred. 


Smallpox 


I  have  not  this  year  attempted  to  get  the  returns  of  Vaccination 
vaccinations  performed  in  your  district  from  the  Vaccination  eu,ns 
Officer,  as  he  has  declined  in  former  years  to  provide  them 
without  a  fee.  Dr.  Taylor,  the  public  vaccinator  has  kindly 
informed  me  that  during  1902,  he  has  vaccinated  36  children 
in  your  district.  If  this  is  an  index  of  the  total  vaccination, 
there  is  a  considerable  decrease  of  vaccinations,  66  having  been 


Phthisis  or 
Preliminary 
T  ubercu  os  is 
Deaths  4. 
Death-rate  0  T»7. 


Drainage  and 
Street  Paving 


vaccinated  by  him  in  1901.  Although  as  shown  by  the 
resolution  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  Council  in  March  last, 
the  opinion  prevails  in  the  Council  “That  vaccination,  without 
being  a  preventative  of  Smallpox,  is  very  injurious  to  the  human 
system,  you  will,  I  am  sure  allow  me  the  present  privilege 
ot  dissociating  myself  from  that  resolution,  which  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  my  convictions. 

19  deaths  are  attributed  to  Tubercular  Diseases,  4  being 
from  Phthisis  or  ordinary  “  Consumption  ”  of  the  Lungs. 
This  is  a  further  improvement  on  1901,  when  there  were  six 
deaths  from  Phthisis.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  was  0^57  per 
1000  per  annum,  the  average  during  the  preceeding  6  years 
(1896-1901)  being  i'04,  and  that  of  the  whole  administrative 
County  of  Stafford  in  1901  being  C97  (See  Table  3). 

1  he  recent  crusade  against  public  and  indiscriminate 
spitting  has  undoubtedly  done  more  to  enlighten  the  public 
as  to  the  danger  of  infection  in  consumption  than  has 
anything  else  since  the  discovery  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

In  my  reports  for  1900  and  1901,  I  went  fully  into  the  causes 
and  prevention  of  Phthisis  from  the  sanitarian’s  standpoint, 
and  would  ask  those  who  are  interested  to  refer  to  those 
reports.  In  all  cases  of  death  from  consumption,  I  now 
request  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  disinfect  the  bedroom  of 
the  deceased  as  soon  as  is  practicable.  The  value  of  fresh  air 
and  sunlight  cannot  be  overstated,  and  if  the  Council  w  ill 
prosecute  its  present  policy  of  dealing  with  dilapidated,  damp  • 
and  otherwise  insanitary  dwellings,  a  powerful  blow  at 
Consumption  will  have  been  dealt.  There  are  still  many 
houses  very  damp  from  want  of  spouting.  You  will  doubtless 
recollect  that  the  Local  Government  Board  declined  to 
sanction  your  petition  that  Phthisis  should  be  made 
compulsorily  notifiable  as  an  infectious  disease.  \  ou  will, 

I  trust,  repeat  that  petition  year  by  year,  holding  as  1  do, 
the  opinion  that  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  enemy, 
it  is  better  to  know  where  it  is  located.  My  conviction  is 
that  not  only  will  notification  of  consumption  become  in  a 
few  years  generally  compulsory,  but  that  indiscriminate  spitting 
will  also  be  an  offence  punishable  by  law,  as  already  is  the 
case  in  some  towns  and  counties. 


See  Surveyor’s  report  appended,  anil  also  my  remarks 
under  “  Enteric  h  ever. 
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All  the  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  have  been 
fitted  with  wash  down  closets  of  a  good  type,  in  conformity 
"with  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  towards  the  end  of 
1901.  1  have  had  no  complaint  made  to  me  with  respect  to  any 
of  these  closets.  My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  offensive 
smells  arising  from  one  or  two  of  the  slop-closets  of  which 
there  are  only  15  or  20  in  the  district.  The  greater  part 
(probably  90  per  cent.)  of  the  houses  have  privy  middens 
mostly  of  the  objectionable  deep,  uncemented  kind.  1  he 
night  soil  removal  has  been  done  through  the  agency  of  the 
Council  without  a  contractor.  I  watch  with  anxiety  the 
departure  you  have  taken  from  this  course  in  again  letting  the 
work  to  a  contractor  for  1903. 

I  he  evils  of  a  contract  can  only  be  obviated  by  the  most 
regular  and  systematic  search  for  night  soil  accumulations, 
as  many  householders  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  report  such 
matters  to  the  inspector. 

A  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  is  being  made  to 
discover  houses  without  a  proper  water  supply.  17  of  these 
have  been  provided  with  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works 
service  in  addition  to  33  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 
I  here  are  now  very  few  houses  without  a  proper  supply. 

Only  three  slaughter  houses  exist  in  your  district,  which 
are,  on  the  whole,  well  managed. 

The  dairies  are  kept  clean  but  are  in  many  instance 
structurally  unfit  for  the  purpose  they  are  intended  to 
serve. 


The  cowsheds,  speaking  generally,  are  not  a  credit 
to  the  owners,  either  as  to  structure  or  cleanliness. 
Ventilation  receives  very  little  consideration,  and  cleansing 
of  the  floor  and  particularly  of  the  cattle  is  much 
neglected.  The  Council  should  I  think,  appoint  a  small 
committee  to  watch  these  matters  and  lay  down  certain 
minimum  requirements.  The  one  redeeming  feature  is 
that  most  of  the  cattle  are  grazed  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  stall-feeding  apart  from  very  cold  weather 
being  the  exception.  As  the  milk  produced  in  your  district 
is  nearly  all  consumed  locally,  the  importance  of  this  question 
to  your  district  cannot  be^overrated. 

No  complaint  has  reached  me  during  the  year  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  meat  soldjn  your  district. 


Scavenging. 


Water  Supply 


Slaughter 
Houses 
Dairies  and 
Cowsheds 


Inspection  of 
Meat 


Overcrowding 
and  House 
Accommoda¬ 
tion 


Factory  and 
Workshops 
Act- 


See  Surveyor’s  report  as  to  new  houses  erected. 

43  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  discovered  12  of 
which  were  abated  after  notice.  The  Council  has  shown 
greater  activity  in  dealing  with  houses  unfit  for  habitation 
than  in  former  years,  but  very  much  remains  to  be  done  in 
this  direction.  For  several  of  the  houses  reported,  demolition 
could  be  the  only  practical  course.  Much  of  the  property 
is  rendered  untenantable  by  the  lack  of  proper  spouting,  with 
damp  walls  and  rotten  \\  ood  and  plaster.  The  year  opened 
with  the  promise  of  an  uncompromising  attitude  towards  this 
evil,  but  the  results  have  not  yet  justified  my  anticipation. 
To  cover  these  walls  with  cheap  wall  paper  to  coax  a  new 
tenant  or  humor  an  old  one,  is  only  to  disguise  the  danger 
for  a  time,  but  I  regret  to  say  this  is  often  done. 

The  present  year  is  the  first  in  which  it  has  devolved 
upon  the  Council  to  directlv  superintend  through  its 
officers,  the  administration  of  the  sanitary  requirements  of  this 
act.  Very  little  was  done  in  this  matter  until  September, 
owing  to  some  delav  in  getting  the  list  of  workshops  from 
the  Factory  Inspector.  I  received  the  list  on  September  nth. 
Since  that  date  your  inspector  has  visited  every  workshop  he 
could  find. 

He  reports  that  there  are 
follows  : 

Chain  Shops 
Nail  Shops 
Baker 

Bootmakers 
Beer 
Joiners 
Tailor 

Wheelwright 
Clayr  Pipe  Maker 
Builders 
Beer  Bottler 
Smith 

Dress  Makers 
Total 


too  workshops,  made  up  as 


83 


100 


He  reports  that  13  of  these  were  not  registered,  and  did 
not  exhibit  a  copy  of  the  Schedule  as  required  by  the  Act. 
I'he  majority  of  these  workshops  are  small  buildings  in 
immediate  proximity'  to  the  home.  Phis  applies  particularly 


to  the  chain  shops  and  nail  shops  which  form  85  per  cent,  of 
the  total.  They  are  rather  roughly  built,  often  unpaved,  but 
well  lighted.  Each  contains  from  one  to  four  or  more 
hearths  with  an  open  fire  and  wide  open  chimney.  The 
windows  being  ung'azed  are  always  open  to  the  open  air, 
the  door  is  usually  widely  ajar,  and  these  combined  with  the 
powerful  draught  induced  by  the  fires  cause  the  freest  possible 
access  of  air.  On  the  other  hand,  dust  accumulates 
everywhere,  floors  are  thick  with  it,  implements,  walls,  and 
in  fact  everything  is  coated  with  it,  and  little  or  no  attempt 
is  made  to  remove  it. 

In  many  cases  pigeons,  and  in  a  few,  other  animals  such 
as  fowl,  were  kept  in  the  shops. 

It  is  considered  the  correct  thing  to  expectorate  on  the 
dusty  floors. 

Men,  women  and  youths  of  both  sexes  may  work 
together  in  these  workshops,  and  the  closet  accommodation 
is  not  always  such  as  the  law  contemplates.  In  most  of  them 
however,  the  workers  are  all  members  of  the  same  family,  so 
that  this  defect  is  not  so  grave  as  would  otherwise  appear. 

I  regard  chain  and  nail  making  as  healthy  occupations, 
owing  to  the  free  ventilation  which  is  necessary,  and  to  the 
heavy  non-poisonous  nature  of  the  materials  used. 

I  have  requested  vour  inspector  to  insist  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions  : — 

1.  The  removal  of  rubbish  of  all  kinds. 

2.  The  removal  of  fowl,  pigeons  and  all  other  animals. 

3.  Periodical  cleansing,  with  whitewashing  of  walls 
once  a  year. 

q.  Proper  closet  accommodation  having  in  view  the 
number  and  sex  of  the  workers. 

I  would  further  advise,  just  as  1  would  in  all  public 
rooms,  schools,  clubs,  public  houses  and  refreshment  rooms, 
that  in  all  workshops  where  persons  are  employed  other 
than  members  of  the  same  family,  water  closets  should  be 
insisted  on,  as  the  risk  of  conveying  such  diseases  as  Enteric 
Fever  is  obvious  where  the  excreta  are  not  immediately 
removed. 


I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  diseases  to  which 
chainmakers  are  particularly  prone  except  those  produced 
by  the  mechanical  jar  of  hammering  and  the  burns  from  the 
red  hot  material.  A  peculiar  form  of  paralysis  affecting  the 
right  h  and  and  arm  has  been  described  as  common  among  the 
makers  of  small  chain  and  nails  but  my  experience  does  not 
confirm  this.  Poisoned  wounds,  arising  from  small  burns 
which  are  afterwards  brought  into  contact  with  the  fold 
water  (bosh  water)  used  to  cool  the  tongs,  are  common,  and  if 
the  workers  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  change  this  water 
frequently,  I  think  this  might  lie  prevented. 

No  other  special  defects  have  been  brought  to  my  notice, 
in  regard  to  the  other  workshops  but  the  period  of  observa¬ 
tion  is  too  short  for  me  to  report  fully. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  keeps  the  register  of  workshops 
but  he  has  not  yet  obtained  a  list  of  outworkers  in  connection 
with  the  various  other  businesses. 

Appended  you  will  find  the  statistical  forms  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council, 
together  with  a  summary  of  work  done  in  the  Surveyor’s  and 
Sanitary  Insyector’s  Departments. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  thank  the  Members  of  the  Councd 
for  the  ready  help  they  have  given  me  in  the  performance  of 
my  duties  in  the  district. 

I  beg  to  remain, 


January  joth, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  MAJOR  TIBBETTS, 


Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1902  and  Previous  Years. 


Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population.  Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water  9S3 
Total  population  at  all  ayes,  6912.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1359.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5 '09.  At  census  of  1901. 


Conjoint  Isolation  Hospital  for  Quarry  Bank  and  Brierley  Ilill,  situated  in  Quarry  Bank. 


Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  QUARRY  BANK. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during’  the  Year  1902. 


TABLE  10. 

Being  Table  1  V  of  tlio 

tocal  jov^nment  5°*^  *ni)  Staffordshire  County  Council 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  QUARRY  BANK. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 


Causes  or  Death. 

Deaths  in 

or  Belonging  to  whom:  District 
at  subjoined  Ages. 

All 

Ages. 

U  nder 
1  year 

1  and 
unde  r 
5 

5  and 
under 
15 

1 15  ant 
undtr 
25 

125  and 
under 
05 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Measles 

8 

1 

/ 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

W  hooping-cough 

5 

2 

O 

Diphtheria  k  Membranous  Croup 

i 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

i 

1 

Diarrhoea 

4 

4 

Enteritis 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

i 

i 

Filth  isis 

4 

4 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 1 

2 

5 

6 

Pneumonia 

8 

9 

1 

i 

1 

o 

1 

Pleurisy 

2 

i 

1 

Alcoholism  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

5 

3 

2 

Premature  Birth  . 

O 

3 

Diseases  &  accidents  of  parturition 

2 

o 

Heart  Diseases 

_ 

i 

2 

2 

Accidents 

ii 

1 

1  ! 

i  i 

1 

i 

i 

Debility  at  Birth  .. 

4 

4 

Senile  decay 

3 

| 

o 

o 

Marasmus 

9 

2 

All  other  diseases  ... 

19 

4 

1 

5 

9 

All  causes  . 

112  1 

31 

21 

5 

3 

26 

26 

Under  the  heading  of  “Diarrhoea”  are  to  be  included  deaths 
certified  as  from  diarrhoea  alone  or  in  combination  with  some  other 
cause  of  ill-defined  nature  ;  and  also  deaths  certified  as  from 

Epidemic  enteritis  ; 

Zymotic  enteritis  ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea  ; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras 
(in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera). 

I  nder  the  heading  of  “  Enteritis,”  are  to  be  included  those 
certified  as  from  Gastro-enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  and  Gastric  catarrh, 
unless  from  information  obtained  by  enquiry  from  the  certifying 
practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have 
reason  for  including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the 
specific  term  “  Diarrhoea.” 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined 
disease  should  be  included  under  the  latter. 


TABLE  11. 

Being  Tallin  V  of  tlio 

Staffordshire  County  Council. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1902.  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Quarry  Bank. 


.  1 

5C 

5  {■  "5 

—  —  •'*  'T 

—  — 

t  ri  ~  ™ 

'?  — 

'.j '  i  •— 

"  V.  < 

—  o 

1  Foul  Conditions 

7. a 

20 

29 

Dwelling-houses  1  Structural  Defects 

64 

26 

24 

aiirl  Schools,  I  Overcrowding 

43 

12 

12 

lUnfit  for  Habitation  ... 

30 

13 

8 

Lodging-houses 

None 

in  dis- 

t  l  ict. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

30 

3 

•) 

Cowsheds 

42 

2 

o 

Bakehouses 

20 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

•)m2 

— 

Canal  Boats 

None 

in  dis- 

trii.t. 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

1400 

— 

— 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

02 

35 

35 

M' ate r  Closets 

28 

9 

9 

(  House  I  trainage 

so 

60 

60 

House  Drainage  Xo  Disconnection 

48 

80 

30 

<  Other  Faults 

65 

— 

— 

Water  Supply 

54 

8 

8 

Pigsties 

40 

9 

9 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

24 

o 

o 

3 

Smoke  Nuisance 

29 

— 

— 

Other  N nisances 

58 

27 

27 

Totals 

1184 

1 

266 

259 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

! 

None. 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

None. 

,,  .  I'aiinrl  Adulterated 

None. 

of  W  ater  taken  lot  Analysis 

3  ■ 

,,  .  condemned  as  unlit  for  usf 

3 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease 

Lots  of  1  elected  Bedding.  Disinfected  or  l)e> 

troyed 

...  1 

25 

Houses  1  )isi ii IY*<*Um1  allcr  In f < * « • » ions  l)is.aso 

25 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

... 

N  one. 

Proseeul ions  lor  not  Notifying  Existence  of 

1  nfeetious  1  >i> 

case  ... 

None. 

Conyictions  ditto  d 

it  to 

... 

N  one. 

Prosecutions  lor  Exposure  of  Infected  Persu 

is  or  things  .. 

...1 

None. 

Conyictions  ditto  ditto 

-1 

N  one. 

Signed  DAVID  SIDAWAY, 

Feliniary  10th,  1003. 

Inspet 

tor  of  Xu  i Slimy  s. 

7  ■*! 

Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Surveyor’s  Department 

during  the  year  1902. 


SEW  ERING 

A  further  instalment  of  the  internal  sewering-  is  being  carried 
out  as  the  year  closes,  including  part  of  Maughan  Street, 
part  of  Bower  Lane,  X  Street,  and  parts  of  High  Street.  A 
length  is  also  being  laid  from  Lower  High  Street  to  the 
low  level  sewer  of  the  U.S.V.  Main  Sewers. 

HOUSE  CONNECTIONS. 

A  number  of  these  have  been  made  during  the  year,  some  by 
the  owners  and  part  by  the  Council’s  men. 

FIRE  HYDRANTS 

These  have  been  fixed  in  the  most  suitable  positions,  a  stand 
pillar  giving  access  to  the  water.  Several  lengths  of  Hose 
have  been  provided  for  use  in  case  of  fire. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Services  have  been  laid  during  the  year  from  the  South 
Staffordshire  Company’s  mains  to  fifty  houses  in  the 
district. 

BUILDING  PLANS 

Plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council  for  the  erection  of 
33  houses,  3  for  alteration  of  premises,  New  Church  for 
Primitive  Methodist  Society,  and  New  Schools  for  Wesleyan 
Methodists  and  Congregationalists,  one  chain  shop  and 
stabling. 

Owners  of  newly  erected  houses  in  Streets  as  specified  below:  — 


Mr.  Jas.  Shaw 

1"  ive  houses 

East  Street. 

Mr.  T  .  Proctor 

One  house 

Maughan  Street. 

Mr.  E.  Hinton 

One  house 

Victoria  Road. 

Mr.  Walter  Cooper 

One  house 

Stour  Hill. 

Mr.  Walter  Latham 

( )ne  house 

Evers  Street. 

Mr.  Moses  Stevens 

Alterations 

New  Inn,  High  St 

A.  O.  Foresters 

One  house 

Brickkiln  Street. 

Mr.  J.  Priest 

One  house 

Evers  Street. 

Wesleyan  Trustees 

New  Schools 

Mount  Pleasant. 

Primitive  Trustees 

New  Church 

New  Street. 

Arnold  Billingham 

Chain  shop 

Birch  Coppice. 

Mr.  Canadyne 

Additional  rooms 

Caledonia  Road. 

Mr.  W.  Aston 

One  house 

Stour  Hill. 

Mr.  C.  Kveson 

One  house 

Stour  Hill. 

Mr.  David  Dudley 

Additional  room 

Birch  Coppice. 

Mr.  Felix  Shaw 

Two  houses 

Victoria  Road. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cartwright  Two  houses 

Victoria  Road. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Tranter 

Four  houses 

New  Street. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones 

Two  houses 

New  Street. 

Mr.  J.  Grosvenor 

Two  houses 

New  Street. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Abbis 

One  house 

Victoria  Road. 

Mr.  Frank  Nock 

Stable 

Maughan  Street. 

Mr.  James  Pegg 

One  house 

High  Street. 

Mr.  Ed.  Smith 

One  house 

Oak  Street. 

Mr.  David  Horton 

One  house 

Stour  Hill. 

Mr.  John  Goodwin 

Warehouse 

Maughan  Street. 

Mr.  John  Pugh 

One  house 

Stour  Hill. 

Mr.  W.  Detheridge 

One  house 

Stour  Hill. 

Congregationa  lists 

New  School 

Z  Street. 

Mr.  Frank  Nock 

One  house 

Maughan  Street. 

Mr.  Daniel  Nock 

Stores 

East  Street. 

Mr.  Simeon  Taylor 

One  house 

West  Street. 

JOHN  T.  ABBISS, 


Surveyor  to  the  Council. 


